
Sample Proclamation 

WHEREAS,
lead poisoning is a significant and wholly preventable environmental and health problem for the children, families, and pregnant women in the city of  (TOWN NAME) ; and 

WHEREAS,
the inhabitants of nearly one-third of New Jersey homes are at risk of lead poisoning; and

WHEREAS,

less than one-third of South Jersey children were tested for lead; and 

WHEREAS,
even in low amounts, lead poisoning can cause irreversible brain damage, shortened attention span, hyperactivity, aggressive behavior, learning disabilities, and other developmental problems for children; and 

WHEREAS,

the observance of Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Week is a great moment to rally in support of the children of <town name> and the state of New Jersey, to help them develop, learn, and mature in an environment free from the harmful effects of lead. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I,  (NAME OF MAYOR)  Mayor of the City of  (TOWN NAME) do hereby proclaim October 19–25, 2008, as CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING PREVENTION WEEK throughout the city, and encourage her people to work together to combat the threat of lead poisoning.
Talking Points

Lead dust is found in any building that pre-dates the 1978 nationwide ban on lead paint. This microscopic dust is created by decaying lead paint. It can cause irreversible brain damage for young children and pregnant women who are exposed to it.
We need your leadership to communicate these three, simple public messages:

1. Test your kids. Parents, ask pediatricians to order blood-lead screenings for your kids. The only way to know their blood-lead levels is with a test. NJ law requires that all children be tested at ages one and two.

2. Test your home. In New Jersey, you can get a free test kit from the Wipe Out Lead NJ program (toll-free: 1-888-722-2903; funded by the NJ Dept. of Community Affairs).

3. Safe cleaning, safe renovation. Use lead-safe work practices when doing home renovation and remodeling, and hire only contractors certified to do the same. There may even be funds available from the DCF for this purpose.

Stats Pack
· In 2006, less than one-third of South Jersey children were tested for lead.

· At least 9,000 housing units in every NJ county, in every kind of condition, are at risk of lead poisoning. That’s 30% of the state housing stock.

· Lead-poisoned children are six times more likely to have learning disabilities and seven times more likely to drop out of high school.

Common Lead Sources in New Jersey
· Lead-based paint, varnish, shellac, etc., and its dust

· Contaminated soil

· Tap water flushed through lead-soldered pipes

· Food kept or served in lead-soldered cans, crystal decanters, and certain pottery

· Certain folk remedies

· Imported cosmetics

· Mexican candy
COVER LETTER 

(INSERT SENDERS NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE)

Dear Mayor  (NAME OF MAYOR),
Your community faces a serious public health threat: childhood lead poisoning.

This problem is real, it is present—and it is entirely preventable.

Lead lives where you live. It had been there for decades, and without a serious effort, it will threaten future generations of (NAME OF TOWN) families. As the leader of (INSERT TOWN NAME), you should know that a lot can be done to protect your community.

For starters, the number of children in (NAME OF TOWN) whose blood has been tested for the presence of lead is frighteningly low – only  (INSERT % TESTED) have been tested. Without up-to-date tests, parents cannot know if their children are in danger.
Families living in older housing stock need to be made aware of the danger. The most common source of childhood lead poisoning is lead-based paint dust. While lead based paint was banned in 1978, many properties had already been built. According to the NJ Department of Health and Senior Services, (INSERT % OF UNITS) of the housing units in (INSERT COUNTY NAME) were built before 1950. That’s (INSERT NUMBER of UNITS) families potentially unaware of the danger. You can help educate them.

The effects of childhood lead poisoning are devastating and life-long. They include brain damage, hyperactivity, learning disability, and stunted development. Unless diagnosed early, the damage that can be done to a child’s brain and body is irreversible.
New Jersey has the infrastructure in place to combat this threat. Enclosed you will find information about lead-safe renovation and cleaning education, blood-lead testing and nutritional information, and the free Wipe Out Lead test kit.

We also ask that you take advantage of the opportunity to deliver this important message to your community during Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Week, October 19–25. Show your families and business owners that (NAME OF TOWN) is a community that places family health and safety first.
I will contact you soon to offer concrete details about our plans.

(INSERT YOUR NAME, TITLE)
Southern Regional Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Coalition
PRESS RELEASE
Contact: 
(INSERT NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE, EMAIL)
Date (INSERT DATE)
(INSERT TOWN NAME) TACKLES childhood lead poisoning
Mayor Declares October 19–25 “Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Week”
Mayor (name) announced today that (INSERT TOWN NAME) is joining the fight against childhood lead poisoning by participating in National Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Week.

“Lead poisoning is a serious threat to families in South Jersey,” says (INSERT MAYOR’S NAME, TITLE) “Throughout this state, communities like ours must use this opportunity to take stock of our homes, test our children, and understand this problem.”

To mark the occasion, (INSERT NAME TOWN)  is providing free prevention materials about the dangers of lead, including how parents can order blood-lead tests for their children and free lead testing kits for their homes.

“Even a tiny amount of lead has long-lasting consequences for kids and babies,” says (INSERT MAYOR’S NAME) “Lead-poisoned children face problems like hyperactivity, attention deficit disorder (ADD), and learning disability. Our community will not tolerate that.”

More than 300,000 American children are estimated to be at risk of elevated blood-lead levels, according to the National Center for Environmental Health. Yet only a fraction of them are tested. In 2006, less than one-third of all New Jersey children were tested for lead.

“Childhood lead poisoning is one of the only preventable childhood diseases,” says (INSERT MAYOR’S NAME) “Parents can get all the information they need to monitor their children’s health with a simple blood test.”

The chief source of childhood lead poisoning is invisible lead dust, which comes from decaying paint. Any home built before 1978—when lead-based paint was banned nationwide—probably has lead dust. Nearly one in three New Jersey homes is at risk.

“(INSERT TOWN NAME) families need to determine whether there’s lead in their homes,” says (INSERT MAYOR’S NAME). “We have to act now to prevent the problem from becoming worse.”

For more information about lead poisoning efforts, or to receive a free lead dust test kit, contact (INSERT AGENCY NAME, PHONE AND CONTACT)

